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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

News

New Members: Welcome to new members who have joined recently: Bett Koch, Geoffrey
Hewlett, Monika Bratownik, Chantal McCarthy, Catherine McKie, and Roi Gapuzan. We
hope you have many enjoyable days out tramping with us!

Calendar of trips and Social Events

Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.
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Jonathan reaches the summit of Hikurangi
on Tomyu’s North Island trip. Photo: Bryce
Williamson
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CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the
Police.  Members (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement  with  your
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is   about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go
to  www.ctc.org.nz and click the  Social  Calendar link. A variety of social  functions are
organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a
presentation  or  have  ideas,  please  phone  Kay  Taylor  03-3584580  or  email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Wednesday 27 September Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening:  Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general catch-up
with refreshments as per usual.

Saturday 30 September Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #20: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it,  plus some general  navigation & bushcraft  skills.  Bring
your  normal  day  pack  &  gear,  a  good  lunch  and  a  sense  of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 28 Sep

Map:  

Approx: $20
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Weekend 30 September-1 October Leader: Kay Taylor 03358-4580 

Arthur’s Pass Base Camp: This is a relaxed weekend trip based
at Arthur’s Pass Hut. Flexible arrival either Friday night or any time
on Saturday. I’ll co-ordinate the pot luck dinner and transport. The
club hut will be pre-booked for club members. Easy day trips and
plenty  of  scope  for  other  trips  depending  on
weather/interest/another  leader.  The  Pot  Luck  tea  is  the  social
high-light. Tramps to be arranged as per weather and interest. I
aim to lead two easy day trips. Suggestions are Otira Valley, and
Kelly tops. It would be good if we could have a leader for a harder
day trip onto the tops. Mt Te Kinga would be a good option for a
moderate day trip.  Maximum 16 people.  My contact details:  03
3584580 or 0221526158.

Grade: Easy/Social

Closes: 27 Sep

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35 + hut 
fees

Sunday 1 October Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Misty Peaks: Misty Peaks is a City Council reserve above Akaroa
between Stoney Bay Saddle and Lighthouse Road. The trip will
start  from Aylmers  Valley  Road in  Akaroa and wind up the  hill
through farmland and up Stoney Bay Road. We enter the reserve
just below the ridgeline,  following a farm track below the rocky
summit of Mt Berard ( 790m ). Leaving the track, climb up Flag
Peak (  809m ),  affording great views over Akaroa Harbour and
east  Over  bush  clad  valleys.  Rejoin  the  track  which  heads
downhill, rounds a bluff and climbs again before finishing at the
start of Flea Bay Road. 600 m height gain. Car shuffle involved.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 28 Sep

Map: BY25 

Approx: $20

Sunday 1 October Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 

Porters  Pass  -  Rabbit  Hill  -  Trig  1660  MacFarlane  Stream
Circuit:  Attempt  2:  Interesting  circuit  south  of  Porters  in  the
Korowai Torlesse Tussocklands Park. This area is considered a
key  site  for  the  protection  of  high  country  landscapes  and
ecosystems. The trip makes a 19km circuit with a long initial climb,
and a further climb at the end out of MacFarlane Stream, earning
its moderate hard grading.

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 28 Sep

Map: BW20 

Approx: $15
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Wednesday 4 October Club Night

Search for the Kokako: Tonight Ron Nilsson from the South Island Kokako Charitable
Trust is talking about their efforts to rediscover the southern Kokako, known as the "grey
ghost" as it is so elusive. Reclassified by DOC from "extinct" to " data deficient", the Trust
is in a race against time to find this bird. Come along to find out about the Kokako and
how you can help when you’re out in the back country. There is a workshop on Sunday,
October 8th at DOC’s Sockburn office for people wanting to get involved. Ron Nilsson is
a retired biologist who has spent a lifetime working with NZ’s endangered birds, starting
with the Wildlife Service in 1977. He spent 5 years on the Chatham Islands as part of the
Black Robin project. He has spent a number of years working on Codfish Island with the
Kakapo and Cook’s Petrel,  and the Saddleback on the southern Mutton Bird Islands.
Come along to meet one of NZ’s leading endangered birds specialists.

Saturday 7 October Leader: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-
2310 

Mt White:  Mt White,  1741m,  is  at  the  more  strenuous  end  of
moderate just because of  the height gain (about 1200m height
gain from the cars) and length (15-20 k depending on our route on
the day) but it is a lovely place with great views. We’ll be able to
make a loop with some good tops travel and a return on a 4wd
track in the Esk Valley. N.B. please contact the trip leader nearer
the time to confirm - he is probably able to lead the trip this day.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 5 Oct

Map: BW21 

Approx: $35

Sunday 8 October Leader: Alan Ross 384-6425
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Bobs Knob near  Mt  Torlesse:  Bobs  Knob  via  Lake Rubicon:
Lake Rubicon is a pretty little body of water tucked amongst the
foothills south of Mt Torlesse. We intend to reach it starting from
Brooksdale Road and walking  along a  tributary  to  the Rubicon
River (after "crossing the Rubicon" itself). From the western end of
the lake we’ll climb a spur to Pt 1261 m then turn south west to Pt
1220 m, popularly known as Bobs Knob. It’s then a short descent
down a scree slope and a dogleg spur to the Big Tree parking
area where a conveniently enshuffled car will be awaiting us.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes: 5 Oct

Map: BW21 

Approx: $15

Sunday 8 October meet at 9am 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Lake Clearwater circuit:  9am meet at Z Carlton corner In the
Hakatere  conservation  area,  lake  Clearwater  is  set  in  a  very
picturesque area surrounded by several mountains. A mostly flat
trip with a climb up to the saddle for a scenic lunch. A round trip of
about 12 kms taken at a very easy pace as its sunday and we
have a later start. Don’t forget your cameras.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 5 Oct

Map: BX18 

Approx: $30
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Wednesday 11 October Club Night

Mt Taranaki and Mt Hikurangi: Summits, Rescues and Road Trips: Tonight Jonathan,
Bryce, Bill and Tom are talking about their recent climb of Mt Taranaki. Their rescue of a
fallen climber has some good lessons for us all. Due to continued bad weather on the
western side of the country, they then drove to the East Coast and ended with a climb of
1,752m  Mt  Hikurangi.  Located  in  the  Raukumara  Range  near  East  Cape,  the  wild
landscape of Ruatoria makes a stunning change to South Island scenery. This is an area
rarely visited by the CTC, so come along and see what the North island has to offer!

Saturday 14 October Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hogsback/Dracophyllum Flat: From the access road just west of
Castle  Hill  Village,  Hogsback  Track  follows  the  Long  Spur
ridgeline,  then  through  beech  forest,  crossing  Long  Creek  and
Waterfall  Creek.  We  then  go  off  track  up  to  Hogsback  itself
(1,032m), traversing the ridge before dropping down and crossing
Hogsback Creek. Up to Long Spur and re join the track back to
the cars. A mix of on and off track tramping. Round trip around
15kms, 400m height gain

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 12 Oct

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20

Weekend 14-15 October Leader: Natasha Sydorenko 0223140684

Lake Man Biv, Doubtful Range: Meet at 7am. Drive to just past
the  Engineers  Camp  on  SH7.  Ford  the  Boyle,  Doubtful  and
Kedron Rivers to Lake Man and the Doubtful Range (about 13km
with a height gain of 1000m). Enjoy the magnificent views of the
range. Camp next to Lake Man if the weather is good or next to/in
the bivouac if it’s not (space is limited around the biv). Return via
the the Doubtful tops (~13km).

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 5 Oct

Map: BU22 

Approx: $30

Sunday 15 October Leader: 

Broken  Hill:  Broken  Hill  overlooks  the  limestone  escarpment
lands of Flock and Prebble Hills, and the Cave Stream area now
sometimes known as Narnialand due to the filming there of parts
of  the first  of  the Narnia movies.  We’ll  park at  the Craigieburn
picnic area, cross the road, and make our way over Pts 1355 and
1408 m to the Broken Hill summit (1486 m) and then probably on
to the un-named Pt 1578 m. From there we can do a nice loop
back to the cars along Flock Hill Stream. If there is not much snow
this trip will be at the easier end of moderate, with some 700-800
m height gain and about 17 km of tramping.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 12 Oct

Map: BW20 

Approx:
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Wednesday 18 October Club Night

Aarn’s Packs:  "Tonight we are lucky to have the developer of the Aarn pack, Mr Aarn
Tate,  talking  about  his  revolutionary  style  of  pack.  One  of  the  main  stockists  in
Christchurch is "FurtherFaster/Long Cloud", which stocks gear for hiking/kayaking and
dogs  in  the  outdoors.  Owners’  Martin  Walker  and  Dan  Farber  will  be  talking  in
conjunction with Aarn, and demonstrating the range of Aarn packs. They’ll also briefly
introduce their imported gear range, notably Montane. This is a night for the gear guru’s!
Come along and meet Aarn, Dan, and Martin, and check out some new brands!"

Saturday 21 October Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Anti Crow Hut:  Starting just beside the Bealey Bridge, we walk
up the true right of the Waimakariri  river where there is a clear
track. Further up, cross Turkey Flat where Jordan Stream comes
in from the Black Range on the left. We arrive at Anti-Crow Hut,
opposite  Mt Bealey for lunch and return the same way.  Mostly
straight  forward  with  flat  walking  for  about  8km  each  way,
marvellous scenery all around.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 19 Oct

Map: BW20 

Approx: $20

Long Weekend 21-23 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070 

Fowler Hut basecamp: Drive to Fowler Hut & use it as a base to
complete 3 x mod day trips in the Hanmer area

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 12 Oct

Map: BT24 BT25 

Approx: Approx $35 
+ hut fees

Long Weekend 21-23 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545 

Gloriana from Ada Pass Hut:  Walk in to the Hut on Sat, easy
day. Sunday ascend direct from the pass and return to the hut -
big day. Monday easy walk out.

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 12 Oct

Map: BW18 
BX18 BW19

Approx: approx $50
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Long Weekend 21-23 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andre Eger
andre.eger@yahoo.co.nz

Hokitika Gorge: Current plan is to leave Friday night and drive to
Hokitika, staying overnight, and start walking on Sat into Cedar
Flats Hut for a very early lunch (and a dip in the hot pools?). We
then follow the track to  Mullins Hut and spend the night  there.
Sunday we will  make our  way to  Serpentine  Hut,  crossing the
Diedrichs Range from Mullins Hut. Monday we will be using the
recently  cut  track  (whatever  that  means)  following  the  Hokitika
River  from Serpentine  Hut  all  the  way out  to  the  gorge.  If  the
weather is somewhat questionable, we may want to do the trip in
reverse to  avoid  getting  trapped  by  flooded  side  creeks in  the
Kakariki  Gorge  of  the  Hokitika.  Information  about  the  general
terrain  can  be  found  at  the  permolat  website
(http://remotehuts.co.nz/huts/serpentine).  Reasonable  weather  is
quite essential.

Grade: Hard

Closes: 12 Oct

Map: BV19 

Approx: $80

Sunday 22 October Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125
gerryparawa@hotmail.com

Mt  Clara  via  Fowler  Pass:  From  Historic  Fowler  hut  behind
Hanmer Springs, head up to Fowler pass and pop along the ridge,
over Mt Picket to Mt Clara. Great views

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 19 Oct

Map: BT24 

Approx: $30

Sunday 22 October Early start 07:30hrs 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Rangitata Basin - Mystery Lake: Please Note: earlier start time,
7.30am from "Z". This trip in the Hakatere Conservation Park will
start at the Potts River bridge and follow the Te Araroa Trail, then
the  Mystery  Lake  Track,  gradually  climbing  in  open  tussock
country above the river escarpment to Mystery Lake at the foot of
the Dogs Range. Continuing along the Mystery Lake Track down
the glacial  moraine,  we re join  the  Te Araroa Trail,  over  a  low
saddle and back to Lake Clearwater. Height gain 500m, round trip
16kms. The trip will involve a car shuffle.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 19 Oct

Map: BX18 

Approx: $30

Wednesday 25 October Club Night

Newsletter Folding Evening:  Newsletter folding, Lightning talk and general catch-up
with refreshments as per usual.
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Saturday 28 October Leader: Bill Johnson 022 049 3453
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mt Storm:  On the other side of the Ashley Gorge, Mt Storm is
1254m high. This is a trip that the club has not done in a long
time.  We  will  ascend  800m  one  of  the  Eastern  ridges,  and
possibly do a loop trip for a change in scenery.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 26 Oct

Map: BW22 

Approx:

Weekend 28-29 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Casey Tarn and Pt 2140:  Pt 2140 in the Birdwood Range may
not  sound  very  special  but  this  peak  stands  above  all  the
surrounding peaks and will give outstanding views out to the main
divide. Walk in via Triangle creek and camp at Casey tarn before
scrambling up the peak

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 19 Oct

Map: BW20 

Approx: $40

Sunday 29 October Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
judychris@xnet.co.nz

TORTIS tour #21: beginners guide to getting lost and what to do
about it,  plus some general  navigation & bushcraft  skills.  Bring
your  normal  day  pack  &  gear,  a  good  lunch  and  a  sense  of
humour - some pre-torn clothes may be usefull as the trip does
involve some bush bashing. Bring your GPS and/or compass if
you have one , but it is not essential because they will be provided
for  the  navigation  part  of  the  exercise.  We  will  stop  at  the
Rangiora pub for tea and a debrief on the way home NB This is
the last TORTIS tour for 2017

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 26 Oct

Map:  

Approx: $20

Saturday 4 November Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Hallelujah  Flat:  Just  upstream  of  the  bridge  near  Andrews
Shelter, a marked track begins on the true left and climbs through
open scrub to the beech forests above. It continues to climb but
then  meanders  across  regular  side  creeks,  while  generally
keeping much to the same contour. Eventually it rejoins Andrews
Stream at Hallelujah Flat (about 2 hr 30 min from the shelter)

Grade: Easy

Closes: 2 Nov

Map: BV21 

Approx:
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Saturday 4 November Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Prebble Hill: Prebble Hill ( 902m ) is a nice little bump to the north
of the Torlesse Range and in the middle of a limestone area. The
trip will start opposite the Castle Hill Scenic Reserve and follow a
farm track,  then the true  right  of  the  Porter  River.  From there,
follow the escarpment up to the summit of Prebble Hill. The return
trip offers a great opportunity to explore all the beautiful limestone
formations. Around 5kms each way and 200m height gain.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 2 Nov

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20

Weekend 4-5 November 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Mt Armstrong, Carrington Peak:  Stay Friday night  in  Arthur’s
Pass. On Saturday, gain Waimakariri Col via the Rolleston River,
climb  Mt  Armstrong,  and  stay  in  Waimakariri  Falls  Hut.  On
Sunday, either climb Carrington Peak or enjoy a lie-in, then walk
out to Klondyke Corner.

Grade: Hard

Closes: 26 Oct

Map: BV20 

Approx: Approx $35 
+ hut fees

Weekend 4-5 November 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 

Townsend Hut: I really can’t recommend this hut enough. Its sits
in a beautiful location overlooking the Taramakau River. Continue
along the ridge past Mt Koeti and then down the track to Lake
Kaurapataka.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 26 Oct

Map: BU20 BU21
BV21

Approx: Approx $40 
+ hut fee

Weekend 11-12 November 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 

Pito Peak:  Pito peak is 2401m high and sits on the true right of
the South Branch Ashburton River. A good chance to practice your
snow skills before summer arrives. More details in next months
newsletter

Grade: Moderate+ 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 2 Nov

Map:  

Approx: Approx $35 
+ hut fees

Wednesday 15 November Club Night

Exploring the Milford Track: Tonight club member Rob Ferguson is talking about his 3
seasons’ as hut warden on the iconic Milford Track. Rob saw it in all weathers and has
some great stories to tell. Rob also has historic photos of the track and area. More details
to follow.
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Long Weekend 24-26 November 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 

Trudge col: Leave on Friday night for Hawdon Hut. On Saturday
climb up to the col and traverse across Rugged Peak, Smooth
Peak  and  Mt  Valiant  before  dropping  down  to  camp  at  East
Hawdon biv. Out early on Sunday. There is a rock step on the way
up to the col which will require a certain degree of comfort with
exposure. This will  be a great trip to a seldom visited corner of
Arthur’s pass.

Grade: ModHard

Closes: 16 Nov

Map: BV21 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees

Wednesday 13 December Club Night

End of Year Christmas Party /Last Meeting for 2017: Put this date in your calendar, it’s
the Annual Christmas Get-Together and the last social function of the year. To be held at
the club rooms, Warwick will be opening the doors at 6.00pm and members are asked to
bring a plate and liquid refreshments of their choice. A non-alcoholic punch (of the liquid
variety!) will be provided. Friends and family most welcome. See you there!

− 10 −

Having a break on the way down, on Mike Newlove's Mt Alford trip. Photo: John Kerkhofs

At  Temple Basin on Steve Bruerton's  ski  touring trip.
Photo: Gort Stephan



Trip Reports

2-3 September 2017

Syme Hut, Taranaki

The objective of this trip was to make a winter climb of Taranaki by the southern route,
overnighting  at  Syme  Hut  (~1940  m).   Our  party  comprised  Bill  Johnson,  Tom  Hu,
Jonathan Carr and Bryce Williamson. 

After arriving at Wellington Airport on Saturday morning, we were picked up by a shuttle
and taken to Omega Rentals to get our our Nissan.  We set of north to Hawera, where we
had lunch at a store that greatly impressed Tom both in terms of the range of food and the
prices.   Then on to an address near Normanby where we picked up the key for Kapuni
Lodge (Mount  Egmont  Alpine  Club:  $25 per  person per  night).   We then drove on to
Dawson Falls where it was raining quite steadily, so we decided that Kapuni Lodge would
be a more comfortable night’s accommodation than the notoriously exposed Syme Hut.   

We sorted out our gear in the shelter at the Dawson Falls Visitor Centre and, at 3.15 pm,
headed up the well-formed track to Kapuni Lodge.   It rained most of the way with snow
over the last 20 minutes or so.  With short stops at the Hillary Seat and Hookers Shelter,
we got to the lodge just after 4.30 pm, taking 75 minutes to climb the ~500 m over 2.8 km.
 We  soon  had  the  coal-fired  stove  going  hot  enough  to  cook  our  dinner,  and  had  a
 leisurely evening in the comfort of the very well-appointed lodge. 

It snowed overnight and in the morning the lodge was surrounded in mist.  With cell-phone
coverage  we  checked  web-cams  and  saw  that  the  mountain  was  clear  on  top  and
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Tom and Bill by the coal range at Kapuni Lodge



therefore agreed that it was worth a shot to climb the 1100 m further to the summit.   At
8.50 am we headed up the snowy track, first on wooden stairs, then into deeper snow.
 Further up, the snow was firmer and icier.   At a rime-covered rocky outcrop directly west
of  Fanthams Peak,  we  were  met  by  a  steeper  slope  of  hard  icy  snow that  required
crampons.   On  the  a  flatter  region  about  Fanthams  Peak  we  were  in  near  complete
whiteout, with only about 10 metres visibility.   We accidentally climbed Fanthams Peak
itself, then eventually found Syme Hut by using the GPS, arriving at 10.40 am after a total
ascent of  about 600 m over 1.9 km.   The hut  was festooned in  icicles and rime, and
Jonathan had to chip the ice away from the door to get in.   

Inside the hut and protected from the bone-chilling wind it was still pretty cold.  We boiled
some water for a hot drink but then realised that we hadn’t brought any tea of coffee to
flavour it.  Tom had a sachet of energy drink and I made up a concoction with a tube of Gu.
 Bill had a lie down on a bunk while we waited hopefully for the clag to clear.   

After nearly three hours, and having eaten our lunch, we had had a couple of glimpses of
the Taranaki summit, but the wind was bitingly cold and the mist was mostly unnavigable
thick; so at 1.20 pm, we headed back down the mountain.  The snow had softened a bit,
but it was still icy at the drop off from Fanthams Peak.   

Just over an hour after leaving Syme Hut, we were back at Kapuni Lodge for a cup of tea.
 After a look at the weather forecast we decided that our next attempt would be better
made from the  north.   So Bill  used  his  phone  to  contact  the  Taranaki  Alpine  Club  to
organise access to their Tahurangi Lodge, which we booked and paid for on line ($45 per
person per night).   

About 3.45 pm, we headed off down the hill  to Dawson Falls and then on to Stratford
where we bought food that we ate sitting in the car in the supermarket car park.  Then off
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Jonathan chipping ice at Syme Hut



to North Egmont Visitor Centre.  By 6.40 pm we were traipsing on our way up the road to
Tahurangi Lodge, lit by a near full moon.   We arrived in the dark just before 8 pm, and
were soon ensconced in the quasi-luxurious residence.   Also there were a local couple
from New Plymouth and a chap from Auckland (originally from Israel, but having lived for a
long time in SE Asia and having recently moved to NZ) called David. They were pleasant
and chatty.  Alex and his partner were members of the Alpine Club and there for a womble.
 David intended to climb the mountain the next day. 

 

2 September 2017

Woolshed Hill

Chris was going for a quiet Father’s Day walk up Woolshed Hill, but somehow ended up
leading a group of nineteen trampers from the Christchurch Tramping Club. Perhaps he
should have kept his plans quiet, but the rest of us certainly appreciated the opportunity to
join him. 

We set off from Christchurch on a rather rainy morning, but after Porter’s Pass the rain
started to clear and by the time we reached the Hawdon Shelter it had completely stopped.
The initial climb through the forest was quite steep in places, but eventually became less
so as we got above bushline for expansive views over the Waimakariri River. A climb of
about 900m saw us on top of Woodshed Hill for lunch where there was a very light but
cold breeze. Some of the keener members of the party then carried on for about another
kilometre to a frozen tarn, and the keenest of the keen went right down to the tarn and
attempted unsuccessfully to walk on the ice. Not for me, thank you; I thought the view of
the tarn from the top was quite good enough. 
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Heading up the Woolshed Hill track. Photo: John Kerkhofs



The tarn walkers all regrouped at the summit and then descended to a small tarn that we’d
passed earlier in the day where the entire party joined up again. Chris then sold us on the
idea of doing a bit of bush bashing to avoid a steep and slippery section of the track near
the bottom. When we reached the top of the slippery section we split up into four groups,
set  a  rough  south-west  course,  and  plunged  into  the  bush.  It  was  only  about  fifteen
minutes before we came out onto the flat part of the track, from which point it was a short
walk back to the cars. We stopped at the Sheffield Pub for drinks and snacks, and then
drove back to Christchurch to enjoy what was left of Father’s Day. 

Trip report written by John Kerkhofs 
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Almost  at  the  top,  Sugarloaf  and  Cass  Hill  across  the  river  to  the  left.  Photo:  John
Kerkhofs
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Nearing the top of Te ao Whekere. Photo: Eric Skea

Chris  modelling  the  latest  Kathmandu
gear. Photo: Chantal McCarthy

Mulled  wine  and  afternoon  snacks  on  Bill
Johnson's  Mt  Cheeseman  snow  caving  trip.
Photo: Laurent De Maudave Bestel



More about the CTC

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Vice President: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847

Secretary: David Selway 03 326 3344

Treasurer:
Natasha 
Sydorenko

0223140684

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425

New Members 
Rep:

Joshua Johnson 0278865868

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Elizabeth Eadon 03 376445

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Andrew Tromans 337-3925

Social 
Convenor:

Kay Taylor 03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Editor: Eric Skea 021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton 322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $20 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear  assigned to  you is  your  responsibility;
please take care of it. Please make sure you
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 19 October 2017 – Thanks.
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